HySafe - The European Network of Expertise for Hydrogen Safety
Safety always has been a critical issue for innovations as it influences the economic attractiveness and public acceptance of any new idea. Furthermore, a fair market for trading innovative products has to be based on homogenized legal regulations, which usually refer commonly accepted standards. Ideally, these standards should be the unique outcome of safety assessments, based on profound and concerted research work. 

However, in Europe the research related to hydrogen safety is still fragmented. This was the reason for the European Commission to support the needed integration and focusing of the related efforts with the help of a new instrument, the so-called Networks of Excellence NoE. So, the goal of NoE HySafe is to provide the basis to facilitate the safe introduction of hydrogen as an energy carrier, by removing the described safety related obstacles.
The network is constituted by 24 partners from 12 European countries and one partner from Canada, representing private industries, especially from the automotive sector, universities and research institutions. More than 100 scientists perform integrative work in 17 work packages. A biennial report on Hydrogen Safety is going to be published, the available experimental facilities have been catalogued and qualified, educational programs are designed, the first International Conference on Hydrogen Safety will be organized in 2005 and the European codes and standards activities will be supported by scientifically based information. The website www.hysafe.org offers a versatile platform for internal and external communication.
The further work program is orientated not only at the results of a state-of-the-art report and a PIRT analysis performed within the NoE but also complies with the needs identified in the external network including other European projects related to hydrogen like StorHy, HyWays and NATURALHY.

By shifting work to privately financed safety related work, the NoE will prove that it will be well positioned in the future market of hydrogen safety services. 
